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Energy Efficiency Index collapses

At the turn of the year 2017/18 the Energy Efficiency Index EEI dropped to its lowest
level since surveys were first taken. The most important reason: companies are in-
vesting less in energy efficiency and hardly increasing energy productivity although
the significance of energy efficiency has not dwindled for them. Since 2013 the Insti-
tute of Energy Efficiency in Production EEP at the University of Stuttgart has been
surveying current and planned activities by the German industry in terms of energy
efficiency bi-annually. Among other things the EEl is prepared in cooperation with the
German Energy Agency (dena), the Federation of German Industry (BDI), Fraunhofer
IPA and TUV Rheinland.

The assessment of the significance of energy efficiency in the just under 500 companies surveyed
remains stable. The investment index dropped to half its value compared to the last survey, i.e. the
share of energy efficiency measures in the entire investments the companies wish to take in the com-
ing year. The most extreme curve downwards was the one that describes the expected increase in
energy productivity: this value sank from 1.74 to 0.2 within half a year.

“Although companies constantly estimate the significance of energy efficiency as being high, they
implement far fewer energy efficiency measures. The reason could be that the simple measures have
frequently already been implemented and the resources are lacking for the quick implementation of
more complex measures. The current economic boom as well as the political uncertainty in the elec-
tion year have intensified these effects even more*, according to the Head of the Institute of Energy
Efficiency in Production EEP in Stuttgart Professor Alexander Sauer.

Over 1000 companies from 27 sectors also answered the special questions posed by EEI that change
every half year. Almost half, i.e. 500, would like more efforts on the part of the government in terms of
energy efficiency.
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Image 1 —In which area have energy efficiency measures led to the greatest energy efficiency increase in your compa-
ny (relative saving)? (n=1047)

Almost a third of the companies surveyed — the bigger the company the higher the share — records its
energy consumptions systematically, in the case of the major companies the figure is almost half.

45 % of the companies that store energy data do this to identify energy efficiency potentials and corre-
sponding measures. The measures taken in lighting thereby led most frequently to the greatest rela-
tive savings.

Three quarters of all companies surveyed take a systematic approach to improving energy efficiency,
a third of this group thereby uses an energy management system according to ISO 50001. Only
around 40 % of the smaller companies take a systematic approach. Already 9 % of the companies
surveyed state that they belong to an energy efficiency network in the meantime.
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Image 2 — Which systematic approach to improve energy efficiency does your company take? (n=1034)

An increasing number of companies could implement energy efficiency measures they identify them-
selves, however the impulses to also do this are lacking.

“It is therefore imperative that politicians remove remaining barriers — such as for example information
deficits or high degrees of bureaucracy, reduce uncertainties and increase the profitability of energy
efficiency measures again. Small companies in particular would like to see more commitment from
politicians”, according to Professor Sauer.

Download all images at: www.eep.uni-stuttgart.de
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