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Guidelines for students in Chemistry and Materials Science Courses at 

Faculty 3 regarding the use of IT/AI-based writing and programming tools in 

student work 

 

Basis: Handreichung für Prüfende zu KI-Werkzeugen und Prüfungen, 

insbesondere unbeaufsichtigte, schriftliche Prüfungen wie Bachelor- und 

Masterarbeiten der Universität Stuttgart, Lisa Schöllhammer, Stand Juli 

2023, Version 1.0 (German) 

 

The increasing emergence of IT/AI-based writing and programming tools 

necessitates binding regulations for their use in unsupervised written 

examinations and other student work1. The following regulations are 

intended to provide students with certainty in dealing with IT/AI-based 

writing tools. In this context, we understand IT/AI-based writing tools to be 

software programs that use machine learning algorithms to assist with 

various writing tasks. This ranges from grammar aids to programs that 

paraphrase existing texts or text passages, generate texts from keywords, 

and create summaries of longer texts and text passages. Programming tools 

offer automated code generation from a textual description of a task. In the 

following, the term "writing tools" also includes such programming tools. 

In general, the use of IT/AI-based writing tools is permitted as an aid in the 

aforementioned unsupervised, written student work. However, we expressly 

point out several aspects regarding the use of IT/AI-based writing tools: 

- The use of IT/AI-based writing tools is voluntary and is explicitly not 

recommended. At the time of writing these guidelines, there are data 

protection concerns regarding the creation of accounts and the use of AI 

tools for almost all relevant products. 

- For all IT/AI-based writing tools, there is currently a lack of information 

about the data sources used, information about the algorithms behind 

the automated data processing, and information about whether data is 

passed on to third parties. Personal data and NDI-protected research data 

 
1 The term 'student work' encompasses unsupervised written assignments such as student research projects, seminar 

papers, laboratory reports, homework assignments, and final theses (Bachelor's thesis, Master's thesis). 
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could thus for example be passed on to other persons for training the AI 

tool. This could constitute a violation of the data protection rights of third 

parties, which could have criminal consequences under the European 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, 2018). 

- Regardless of the use of IT/AI-based writing tools, the student as the 

author is fully responsible for the content of the work. This also applies 

to the accuracy of content adopted from IT/AI-based writing tools and, in 

particular, to the possible verbatim adoption of content from other 

published texts (plagiarism). 

- In general, the use of IT/AI-based writing tools is subject to a disclosure 

requirement. This follows from the principles of good scientific practice, 

which require the disclosure of external contributions. The verbatim 

adoption of text modules is explicitly not recommended. We strongly 

recommend a content review and revision of the texts or text modules 

and codes/implementations generated with the help of IT/AI-based 

writing tools regarding linguistic aspects and their content. Furthermore, 

the IT/AI-based writing tools used must be clearly identified as aids 

(product name and version, source, scope of functions used). In the case 

of final theses, the use of IT/AI-based writing tools must also be declared 

in the extended declaration of academic integrity. 

 

This handout is intended as a guide to the use of IT/AI-based writing tools 

until further notice. The rapid development of such tools will likely 

necessitate regular adjustments to the regulations. Deviating from these 

general guidelines, those responsible for a course may establish stricter 

guidelines. 

 

 


